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Dimensional’s Wealth Models embody four 
decades of expertise in applying the great ideas 
in finance to global portfolio construction. 
The models offer a research-driven, systematic 
framework for pursuing a wide range of 
investment goals.

Systematic and transparent approach
The models are guided by one investment philosophy and 

a proven implementation process applied consistently across 

all Dimensional funds.

Powered by financial science 
Dimensional is a pioneer in applying academic research 

to factor‑based investing. The models integrate our most 

advanced thinking on the integration of financial theory, 

research and implementation. 

Targeting higher expected returns
The allocations use Dimensional funds designed to go beyond 

indexing by pursuing higher expected returns in a diversified,  

cost‑effective manner.



Wealth Models designed to fit 
a variety of investment goals

Dimensional Wealth Models are designed for total portfolio emphasis on 
research-backed drivers of higher expected returns across equity markets 
(size, value and profitability) and fixed income markets (term, credit and currency).

Dimensional  
Wealth Models

Core Plus 

 Allocations 
for a relatively 
strong portfolio 
emphasis on higher 
expected returns. 

Core 

 Allocations 
for a relatively 
moderate portfolio 
emphasis on higher 
expected returns.

Sustainability 

 Allocations that 
align certain 
sustainability values 
with investment 
goals, focusing on 
scientific drivers of 
climate change.1

Increasing Emphasis on Higher Expected Returns

1. Further details regarding a fund’s sustainability considerations can be found in the relevant prospectus. 



Built upon a systematic 
approach to portfolio design

Dimensional Wealth Models are based on decades of academic 
research and our experience in portfolio design and practical 
implementation. Our approach to model construction involves 
these steps:

All Dimensional funds used in the models are broadly diversified and designed 
to pursue higher expected returns while managing risks and costs. 

Start with the market 
We start with global equity and fixed income markets, which represent 

a broad and diverse universe of securities from which to assemble 

a marketwide portfolio. 

Target higher expected returns 
We tilt toward securities with higher expected returns. The equity 

allocations focus on size, value and profitability considerations. 

The fixed income allocations look to term, credit and currency 

where applicable.

Sustainability considerations 
We adjust the core model for sustainability considerations  
to create an additional model set.



For illustrative purposes only. The risk and expected return shown in this illustration are not reliable indicators of the funds’ actual or 
future risk profiles. There is no guarantee strategies will be successful.

Offering a broad range  
of asset allocations

Higher  
Expected  
Risk

100% Equity  

Within each model set, investors can choose from six equity/fixed income 
allocations designed to address their specific investment goals and risk 
preferences. The higher equity allocations are intended for investors focusing 
on growth of wealth; the higher fixed income allocations emphasise 
volatility reduction and preservation of purchasing power.

80% Equity  
20% Fixed Income

60% Equity  
40% Fixed Income

40% Equity  
60% Fixed Income

Higher  
Expected  
Return

100% Fixed Income

20% Equity  
80% Fixed Income

Portfolio allocations range from 100% fixed income to 100% equity, 
in increments of 20%.



Harnessing the strength 
of Dimensional Investing

 Offering a consistent,  
transparent framework

   Some industry models may include multiple 
funds with an inconsistent mix of investment 
objectives, characteristics and expected 
outcomes. We believe that our Wealth Models 
can offer a higher degree of confidence  
to financial advisers and individual investors 
when making asset allocation decisions.

 Targeting higher expected returns
  Across both equities and fixed income, the 

model allocations emphasise reliable drivers 
of higher expected returns and integrate 
useful information about interactions  
among premiums. In contrast, many other 
models either may not target sources  
of higher expected returns or may target  
them separately. 

 Focused on investor goals
  Each model set offers a thoughtful, 

research-based framework for pursuing 
long-term investment goals in a robust  
and transparent manner.

 One philosophy and approach 
  Dimensional has a deep belief in the  

power of markets and uses information 
embedded in market prices throughout  
its investment process. The models offer 
an efficient avenue to apply this belief 
system and investment approach. 

 Informed by financial science
   The models reflect basic principles of 

asset allocation theory and seek to add 

value through efficient implementation 

that combines the benefits of indexing 
(broad diversification and low cost) with 
those of systematic active investing 

(pursuit of higher expected returns, 

robust portfolio management and 
flexible trading). The underlying funds 
reflect portfolio enhancements arising 

from our latest advancements in research 

and implementation. 



Glossary 

Factor-based investing: Refers to 
investment strategies constructed  
by sorting companies on quantitative 
variables to identify securities with 
higher expected returns.

Size premium or small cap  
premium: The return difference 
between small capitalisation stocks  
and large capitalisation stocks.

Value premium: The return difference 
between stocks with low relative prices 
(value) and stocks with high relative 
prices (growth).

Profitability premium: The return 
difference between stocks of companies 
with high profitability and those with 
low profitability.

Term premium: The return difference 
between bonds with different maturities 
but similar credit quality.

Credit premium: The return difference 
between bonds of similar maturity but 
different credit quality.

Currency of issuance: The currency  
in which an asset is issued, such  
as a USD‑ vs. euro‑denominated bond.

Profitability: Profitability is defined as 
operating income before depreciation 
and amortisation minus interest 
expense divided by book equity.

Interested in learning more? 

Contact your financial adviser to learn 

more about Dimensional Investing and 

using a Dimensional Wealth Model to 

pursue your long-term investment goals.



DIMENSIONAL AT A GL ANCE3

Dimensional4 is a global investment manager dedicated to implementing the great ideas in finance. 

We have a long history of applying academic research to practical investing. Today, we offer a full suite of 

equity and fixed income strategies designed to target higher expected returns.

Dimensional’s investment approach is grounded in economic theory and backed by decades of research. 

By integrating our investment process with a flexible trading strategy, we work to manage the tradeoffs that 

arise when implementing portfolios. We consistently apply this process in all of our global and regional equity 

and fixed income strategies, with an aim to add value beyond what traditional managers and benchmarks 

can achieve.

We regard the assets we manage as more than just shares in a portfolio. The money represents the savings, 

sacrifice and dreams that investors have entrusted to us. We take this responsibility seriously.

Dimensional is headquartered in Austin, Texas, and has trading offices across North America, Europe 

and Asia, which enables us to cover global markets and manage strategies continuously.

3. Firmwide assets under management in USD (billions), number of employees, and offices as at 31 December 2023.

4. “Dimensional” refers to the Dimensional separate but affiliated entities generally, rather than to one particular entity. These entities 
are Dimensional Fund Advisors LP, Dimensional Fund Advisors Ltd., DFA Australia Limited, Dimensional Fund Advisors Canada ULC, 
Dimensional Fund Advisors Pte. Ltd., Dimensional Ireland Limited, Dimensional Japan Ltd. and Dimensional Hong Kong Limited. 
Dimensional Hong Kong Limited is licensed by the Securities and Futures Commission to conduct Type 1 (dealing in securities) 
regulated activities only and does not provide asset management services.
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IF YOU ARE A RETAIL INVESTOR IN IRELAND OR GERMANY, THIS 
DOCUMENT HAS BEEN PROVIDED TO YOU BY YOUR FINANCIAL ADVISER, 
WHO CAN HELP EXPLAIN ITS CONTENTS.

The information in this material is intended for the recipient’s background 
information and use only. It is provided in good faith and without any warranty 
or, representation as to accuracy or completeness. Information and opinions 
presented in this material have been obtained or derived from sources 
believed by Dimensional to be reliable, and Dimensional has reasonable 
grounds to believe that all factual information herein is true as at the date of 
this material. It does not constitute investment advice, a recommendation, or 
an offer of any services or products for sale and is not intended to provide a 
sufficient basis on which to make an investment decision. Before acting on any 
information in this material, you should consider whether it is appropriate for 
your particular circumstances and, if appropriate, seek professional advice. It is 
the responsibility of any persons wishing to make a purchase to inform 
themselves of and observe all applicable laws and regulations. Unauthorized 
reproduction or transmission of this material is strictly prohibited. Dimensional 
accepts no responsibility for loss arising from the use of the information 
contained herein.

This material is not directed at any person in any jurisdiction where the 
availability of this material is prohibited or would subject Dimensional or its 
products or services to any registration, licensing, or other such legal 
requirements within the jurisdiction.

“Dimensional” refers to the Dimensional separate but affiliated entities 
generally, rather than to one particular entity. These entities are Dimensional 
Fund Advisors LP, Dimensional Fund Advisors Ltd., Dimensional Ireland 
Limited, DFA Australia Limited, Dimensional Fund Advisors Canada ULC, 
Dimensional Fund Advisors Pte. Ltd., Dimensional Japan Ltd., and 
Dimensional Hong Kong Limited. Dimensional Hong Kong Limited is licensed 
by the Securities and Futures Commission to conduct Type 1 (dealing in 
securities) regulated activities only and does not provide asset 
management services.

Risks 
Investments involve risks. The investment return and principal value of an 
investment may fluctuate so that an investor’s shares, when redeemed, 
may be worth more or less than their original value. Past performance is 
not a guarantee of future results. There is no guarantee strategies will 
be successful.

WHERE ISSUED BY DIMENSIONAL IRELAND LIMITED

Issued by Dimensional Ireland Limited (Dimensional Ireland), with registered 
office 3 Dublin Landings, North Wall Quay, Dublin 1, Ireland. Dimensional 
Ireland is regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland (Registration No. C185067).

WHERE ISSUED BY DIMENSIONAL FUND ADVISORS LTD. 

Issued by Dimensional Fund Advisors Ltd. (Dimensional UK), 20 Triton Street, 
Regent’s Place, London, NW1 3BF. Dimensional UK is authorised and 
regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority (FCA) - Firm Reference 
No. 150100. 

Dimensional UK and Dimensional Ireland do not give financial advice. You are 
responsible for deciding whether an investment is suitable for your personal 
circumstances, and we recommend that a financial adviser helps you with 
that decision.

Dimensional UK and Dimensional Ireland issue information and materials in 
English and may also issue information and materials in certain other 
languages. The recipient’s continued acceptance of information and materials 
from Dimensional UK and Dimensional Ireland will constitute the recipient’s 
consent to be provided with such information and materials, where relevant, 
in more than one language.

DIMENSIONAL WEALTH MODELS

The Dimensional Wealth Models are provided for informational, illustrative 
and educational purposes only. The Dimensional Wealth Models are intended 
only for use by a third party financial adviser, wealth manager, private bank, or 
other duly regulated financial intermediary (each a “Professional Adviser”). 

The Dimensional Wealth Models are intended for use only by such 
Professional Adviser as a resource in the development of advice or other 
investment services from such Professional Adviser to its own clients. The 
Dimensional Wealth Models shall not be the sole or primary basis for such 
Professional Adviser’s recommendation and/or decision. Professional Advisers 
are responsible for making their own independent judgment as to how to use 
the Dimensional Wealth Models and/or whether to recommend or otherwise 
implement any trades or strategies for their clients.

By providing the Dimensional Wealth Models, Dimensional Ireland and 
Dimensional UK, as applicable (each an “Issuing Entity”, as the context 
requires), does not provide any investment service to recipients of the 
Dimensional Wealth Models, and the Issuing Entity does not agree to 
provide recipients with the protections afforded to the clients of the Issuing 
Entity ’s investment services. The Dimensional Wealth Models are not, and 
must not be treated as, investment advice, a personal recommendation, 
investment research, or an investment recommendation by the 
Issuing Entity.  

Investment opportunities discussed or referenced in the Dimensional 
Wealth Models may not be suitable for all investors, and potential 
investors must make an independent assessment of the appropriateness of 
any transaction in light of their own objectives and circumstances, 
including the possible risk and benefits of entering into such a transaction. 
Recipients of the Dimensional Wealth Models must not take (or refrain 
from taking) any investment decision based on the information set out in 
the Dimensional Wealth Models.  

Before making any investment decision, potential investors should seek 
independent investment, legal, tax, accounting or other professional 
advice as appropriate, none of which is offered to recipients of the 
Dimensional Wealth Models by the Issuing Entity. Any recipient who is in 
any doubt about the investments to which the Dimensional Wealth Models 
relates should seek advice from a Professional Adviser who specialises in 
advising on this kind of investment. The Issuing Entity is not responsible for 
determining the appropriateness or suitability of the Dimensional Wealth 
Models or any of the investments underlying the Dimensional Wealth 
Models for any client of a Professional Adviser.  

Although the information in the Dimensional Wealth Models is believed to 
be materially correct, no representation or warranty is given as to the 
accuracy of any of the information provided. Certain information included 
in the Dimensional Wealth Models is based on information obtained from 
sources considered to be reliable. However, any projections or analysis 
provided to assist the recipient of the Dimensional Wealth Models in 
evaluating the matters described in the Dimensional Wealth Models may 
be based on subjective assessments and assumptions and may use one 
among alternative methodologies that produce different results. 
Accordingly, any projections or analysis should not be viewed as factual 
and should not be relied upon as an accurate prediction of future results. 
The Issuing Entity makes no representation or warranty, express or implied 
(except as required by law or regulation) regarding the accuracy, 
completeness or adequacy of the information.  

The Issuing Entity has a potential conflict of interest when it establishes the 
target asset classes, asset allocation objectives or ongoing allocations for 
the Dimensional Wealth Models, because it will allocate only to asset 
classes where Dimensional funds are available. The Issuing Entity acts as 
investment manager, sub-investment manager or investment adviser to 
the Dimensional funds comprising the Dimensional Wealth Models and is 
entitled to receive a fee from (or in respect of) each Dimensional funds, as 
reflected in the prospectus for the Dimensional funds.  

The Issuing Entity does not accept any responsibility or liability whatsoever 
caused by any action taken in reliance upon the Dimensional Wealth 
Models. Furthermore, to the extent permitted by law, neither the Issuing 
Entity nor its employees, directors, officers, shareholders or service 
providers assumes any liability or responsibility nor owes any duty of care 
for any consequences of any person acting or refraining to act in reliance 
on the information contained in the Dimensional Wealth Models or for any 
decision based on it.  
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